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Huring the Battle of Corvdon., The only other lo~ house yet

Lorrdon are furnished with furniture and antiques used in pioneern

fmpact of several devastating fires.

AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
v ne county seat of Harrison County, Indiana is laid
3Wid plan on a quarter section of land at the junction
of3ig dian and Little Indian Creeks. Beautiful wooded hills
surround the town., The business district clusters around the
Public Square--many of the buildings in th's area date back to
the first half of ninetéenth century. Some seven or eicht build-
inss of Federal style of architecture remain today that were
standing when Corydon was the capital of Indiana from 18213-1825.
On Capitol Avenue, the main ncrth and south street which ex-
tends through the entire length of Corydon, is situated the
original Harrison County Courthouse. Tnis limestone building
was loaned by the county to the State of Indiana and was used by
the state as its capitol until its removal to Indianapolis in
1825, Across the street from the 0ld Capitol is an interesting
three~story brick constructed in the 1830's by Dr. John Slenons.
On the southwest corner of Capitol' 'and Chestnut streets is "The
Kintner House", an ornate brick hotel constructed in the early
1370's. On Worth Capitol dat Big Indian Creek is "Cedar Glade® .
a ranoling brick residence constructed and inhabited by the
Jacob Hintner family who were wealthy Virginians--since 1849
this hiorie has been owned by the Mcirain family. IHorgan's Con-
Iederate Railders passed north on Gapitol Avenue on July 2, 1863
in their raid across southern Indisna.
The main east and west street throurh Corydon is Walnut. On
this street near the center of town is the two story brick head-
qunrters and residence of Governor ¥William Ilendricks. In the
same block to the east and on a high elevation is the First
State O0ffice Building--2 one story brick which housed the offices
of the auditor and treasurer of Indicna.
A6t The west end of Hich Street near Big Indian Creek is a
sandstone memorial constructed over the stump of the Constitution
1. In the yard at this elm is the log Westfall Youse credited
23 bein~ the oldest house of Corydon. This home was also the
residence of Col, Lewis Jordan who commeanded The Home Guards

remaining in Corydeon is the old Branham home located on the west
side of Yorth Capitol between Valnut and Hich Streets.

On Cek Street, cne blocli west of thie Capitol is situated the
two story brick residence of Col, Thomas Fosey, son of Indican's
last territorial governor. Two-thirds of this builildins has been
torn away; the remaining rortion is the main part of the residenc
and is now a museum maintained by The Hoosier Elm Chapter DiR.
The remaining nortions of Corydon contain more modern homes--
nany built in the latter nineteenth and early twentietihh centuries
Larre shade trees line the narrow streets, WNumerous homes of

jays.

Corydon is fifteon miles from the Ohio to the south, and a
local line connects Corydon with the Southern Reilroad seven
1iles to the north; thus Corydon has been slow to advance in-

dustrially. lIuch of the town remcins unchanged except for the
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The Town of Corydon was laid out in 1808 by Ha;;2§ teth on
ground which had been entered from the U. S. Government by
Governor William Henry Harrison. Harrison named the village
Corydon for his favorite song. The same year, 1308, Harrison
County, the fourth county to be organized in Indiana Territory,
was formed and Corydon became the county seat.

Corydon became the Territorial Capital of Indiana, ITay 1813,
From 1813 to 1816, the Territorial Legislature convened in
Gorydon. In June 1816, forty-three delegates from thirteen
counties of the territory convened at the villase capital of
Corydon to draft Indiana's first constitution--the weather
being warm, some of the sessions were held outside under a
lar~e elm tree. This tree has since been called "The Consti-
tution Elm", _

- On December 11, 1816, when Indiana was admitted as a state,
Corydon became its first capital. The first sessions of the
state lesislature and of the supreme court convened at Corydon.
The United States courts also met at Corydon during the ter-
ritorial stage and early statehood. All the first officers of
e new state resided in Corydon. The capital remained at
Corydon until 1825, :

The State of Indiana never owned property in Corydon but
borrowed or rented quarters., The little limestone Har-ison
County Courthouse was occupied as the Capitol., A small brick
structure vhich is in excellent repair today was rented as an
office for the stote treasurer and auditor. The state's rnoney
7es kept in strong boxes in the cellar of this buildins. The
quarters occupied by Gov. Willieam Hendricks' family and the roori
"rom wiiich he conducted the official state business is also
still in an excellent state of repair. The Col. Thomas Posey
1ome is standing--Thomas FPosey was the son of the last tcrri-
torial governor, Thomas Posey. The younser Posey was 7. S. Agen
Cor l'ilitary Pensions in Indiana and maintained the pension
Asency in his home for sone ten years after the capital was
removed from Corydon to Indianapolis,

In 1816 early newspapers of the state were established in
Corydon--they werc the Indiana lerald and the Indiasna Cazette.
\bout thils same time a branch of the Bank of Vincennes, the
State Bank, was established in Corydon. A state law library
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was started &t Corydon and the State Librarg had i1ts beginning
(see Continuation Sheet)
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bs a small'lending library operated from the John T. Jamison
"avern. In 1817, eleven Master llasons representin® the nine
lodres in Indiana assembled in Corydon and called a mecting at
Tadison to organize a Grand Lodge. Dr. David G. Kitchell, a local
bhysicisn, organized Indiana's first medical society in 18%0 at
Corydon and he became its first president., Of all the prominent
holitical fisures that visited the wilderness capital, the most
belked about was that of President James Monroe and Ceneral Andrew
Toclson's visit to Corydon in June 1819,

In July 1863, Corydon was in the path of Confederate General
Peohn H, Lorgan's raiders. A battle took place on the south hill
bverlooking Corydon on July 9, 1863. Corydon was one of the lew
horthern towns to be csptured by the Confederates during the Civil
lar., :

In pioneer days, there were numerous wilderness roads leading to
Corydon from the Ohio River ferries some fifteen miles away. The
hain travelled road from Corydeon to the northwest was the Gover-
hor's Trace which passed by Governor Harrison's Mill on 3lue Rivery
end joined the Buffalo Trace near French Lick. HNany of the early
[ndiana pioneers who ceme up from Kentucky passed throuch Corydon -
bn their way to establish wilderness homes in central Indiena,

9. Najor Bibliographic References (cont'd)

The Corydon Statehouse, A Hoosier Shrine, The Devartnent of
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Punk, Arville L., A Sketchbook of Indiana History, Christian Boolk
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‘ORM. PREPARED'

NAME AND TITLE:

Frederick Porter Griffin, Past-President

‘ORGANIZATION DATE

‘arrison uownty Historical Society Moril 7, 1071

ISTREET AND NUMB

N Rev, Dec. 29, 1972
-—- 50X 5%

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Tl \8

. As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- . . . )
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for' inclusion - National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and .procedureé set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended -
level of significance of this nomination is:
National 'K} State XK -Local [

* Name

Title Indidna State Liaison Officg:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

~ Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of ThZ-NalionaI Register
Date June &4, 1973 Date
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¥arch 13, 1973

md Me!'t R. 3111. E@.m

8 ce
Indlangpolis, Indiana
Dear Hexds
¥y impression is that the revision received by you from Amstrong
responds adequately %o the memorandum received from the National

Park Service, but I think MeLaughlin's review of maps and pictures
is especilally desirable,

_ Apparently the u-u'propond has been cut more than one half, lias

the new area been reviewsd with Griffin and others t
meks certain its effeot and appropriateness as they view it?
Otherwice, wo may have goofed re thig or that structure,

It may be that Item 8 is in places a bit weak as regards the importance

of particular bulldings and the relationships among tham, but a
distriet presentation ig hard to make and I would not suggest a
further revision at this staze. I do, however, strongly support
Corydon as an hisgtorie district rather than for a serles of separate
nominationgegven if gize of district must becoms quite modest, OF

- gourse, sy important bulldings cotside guch a district can be nomie

nated separately.

‘A1l material received from you is herewith returned,

Moat d-more];,

Dongld F, Carmony, Editor and
Professor of History

Jn

oo Jr, Garl Ammstrong -
Mr, Boll Mclaughlim
Ny, Janes Kellar




UTM Coordinates For Corydon Historic District (Original)

Northwest corner: 16 576400 4230290
Northeast corner: 16 576710 4230290
Southeast Corner: 16 576690 4229330

Southwest Corner: 16 576390 4229340
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